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In 2015, a vegetation assessment by the The Strawberry Island-Motor Island Shallows
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (#10-12) is part of one of the most important
and Forestry determined that about 75% waterfowl wintering areas in the northeastern
of the coastal wetlands along the Niagara United States (especially for diving ducks) and
River's Canadian shoreline were lost due to one of the most important fish spawning areas
shoreline hardening. As a result, 7 sites along in the upper Niagara River.

the Upper Niagara River were identified as

candidates for habitat. restoration to fulfill S : | - - - Strawberry Island

FREIS @il IR ROTEr (LA NEmmelel I O Y e e e e Multiple phases of restoration began in 1993
G0 Pl & _ with the repair of a breach that threatened
Four habitat creation projects have been - T to accelerate erosion, followed later by

strengthening other portions of the perimeter
and bringing in soils to re-establish 3 ac (1.2
ha) of wetlands completed in 2002. The most
recent project extended shoreline protection
measures and added 8 ac (3 ha) of diverse
wetland and upland habitat.

completed on the Canadian side of the
Niagara River led by the Niagara Parks
Commission in partnership with Environment
and Climate Change Canada, Ministry of
Natural Resources and Forestry, and with
support from the New York State Department

: : Disposal of dred i din th
of Environmental Conservation. 5posa’ O ETEFEE SPOTIS oteUred In the

Upper Niagara River from about 1815 to

- - ! SR = A 1910. Extensive sand and gravel mining
To date, the completed projects resulted in SR e e (el N Ve PO BESMENTE SaUTE Cin RSl g Frog Island -
2.6 ha (6.3 ac) of wetland habitat, 3 km (1.9 s, ' - A the size, shape, and number of islands Re-graded the river bottom to create variation
ml).of improved sho.rellne, and thousan.ds.of BT e, W ; xﬁ“-"- S W in the bathymetry, allowing for more complex
native plants. The Niagara Parks Commission [V emergent wetland and submerged aquatic

has targeted having 75% of the Canadian
Niagara River shoreline covered in native
vegetation by 2028.

vegetation habitat and added shoreline
protection around the island to dissipate
wave energy.

Motor Island

Added gradual shoreline transitions to increase
ecological diversity; added shoreline protection
(low-profile berms) to dissipate wave energy

. g . . RO 09090 é\;zesre‘;rsei‘;i‘i?i%;ﬁ?F;_fgsdib rrivirr;;v;sand and prevent ice damage; increased topographic
Wi rojects incorporated rock and woody Strawberry Island - : ST . . .
'Il ll'ﬁ. J.'H" | the Emerald Ash Borer and repurposed O Completed restoration activities in progress.

Christmas trees) anchored to the riverbed © Paul Leuchner

for Spawning material and structure. Ussher‘s Creek . Motar |S|and
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. ’ Boyer’s Creek . East River Marsh

Black Creek . Beaver Island Shoreline
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Baker’s Creek . Beaver Island Marsh
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'-'E'-! \if 6. Miller’s Creek . Spicer Creek i
Flf it / 7. Frenchman’s Creek . Grass Island {
!.- 8. Ralph Wilson Centennial Park 19. Buckhorn Island State Park !
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' . i 9. Unity Island . Burnt Ship Creek /
10. Strawberry Island . West River Parkway
Wetland vegetation established quickly. Restoration work in progress at Boyer's Public consultation is critical to ensure 1. Frog Island
Wildlife and anglers seen using sites Creek (#4). information is shared and concerns are '
indicate project success. © Niagara Parks heard. Projects continue to receive positive Lake / Strawberry Islands (foreground), Frog Island ~ Habitat construction on Motor Island (2011).  Great Egret
© Niagara Parks feedback. and Motor Island (2016). © Paul Leuchner © Paul Leuchner © NewEarth Ecological Consulting
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